
Bar-Lee Jerseys Hosts 
Ohio Summer Picnic

 Jersey breeders from the Buckeye 
State gathered for the summer picnic 
of their state Jersey association on June 
12, 2016, in Willard, Ohio, at Bar-Lee 
Jerseys, owned by Gary and Amy Nuhfer 
and their son, Jason, and his family. They 
recognized production achievements of 
their peers, toured the farm and enjoyed a 
picnic lunch.
 The production awards ceremony was 
the highlight of the social event. Awards 
were given for herd averages and individual 
cow production in six age categories based 
on yield of energy corrected milk (ECM) 
and actual milk, fat and protein.
 Albright Jersey Farm, owned by Fred 
and Joel Albright and their family, Willard, 
took home the certificate for high herd for 
milk with a 2015 herd average of 22,638 
lbs. milk, 1,014 lbs. fat and 796 lbs. 
protein on 478 cows.
 Cold Run Jerseys LLC, Salem, led the 
state for components with a 2015 herd 
average of 21,456 lbs. milk, 1,179 lbs. 
fat and 841 lbs. protein on 239 cows. The 
dairy owned by Jim Herron and his father, 
David, and their families also received 
all the certificates for individual cow 
production based on ECM.
 Cold Run Premier Corona was the high-
producing junior two-year-old. The Very 
Good-85% daughter of Hawarden Impuls 
Premier, GJPI +76, produced a 1-11 
record of 21,670 lbs. milk, 1,278 lbs. fat 
and 831 lbs. protein, which yields 29,621 
lbs. of ECM.
 Her herdmate, Cold Run Tex Jaylen, 
Excellent-90%, earned the award for 
high-producing senior two-year-old with 
36,025 lbs. of ECM. Actual production for 
the 2-9 record is 26,280 lbs. milk, 1,564 
lbs. fat and 997 lbs. protein. She is sired 
by Cold Run Monroe Tex, JPI +13.
 Among junior three-year-olds, Cold 
Run Jace Mattie, was the top producer with 
36,110 lbs. of ECM. The Excellent-91% 
daughter of Windy Willow Montana Jace 

{6}, GJPI +35, produced an actual record 
of 25,990 lbs. milk, 1,605 lbs. fat and 948 
lbs. protein at 3-0.
 D&E Headline Eloise 22070, purchased 
by Jim at The All American Jersey Sale 
in 2011 from D&E Jerseys of Dalhart, 
Texas, was the leading senior three-year-
old. She produced a 3-11 record of 31,510 
lbs. milk, 1,408 lbs. fat and 1,201 lbs. 
protein, with a yield of 37,184 lbs. ECM. 
The daughter of Schultz Rescue Headline, 
GJPI +92, is appraised Excellent-92%.
 Cold Run Action Bizzy, Very Good-
88%, topped all four-year-old in the 
Buckeye State with 39,918 lbs. of ECM. 
Actual production for the 4-3 record is 
32,710 lbs. milk, 1,521 lbs. fat and 1,323 
lbs. protein. She is sired by Forest Glen 
Avery Action-ET, GJPI +2.
 Rounding out the award winners at 
Cold Run Jerseys is herd matriarch, Cold 
Run Senior Steller, Very Good-84%, with 
38,631 lbs. of ECM. The daughter of 
Pine Haven Senior, GJPI +19, produced 
an actual 5-4 record of 27,520 lbs. milk, 
1,750 lbs. fat and 968 lbs. protein to top 
her aged cow peers.

Bar-Lee Jerseys
 Picnic goers were also treated to a tour 
of Bar-Lee Jerseys. The Registered Jersey 
herd is 135 cows and 120 heifers. The 
herd is enrolled on REAP and has a 2015 
lactation average of 20,196 lbs. milk, 994 
lbs. fat and 765 lbs. protein. With the latest 
herd appraisal in March, the herd includes 
19 Excellent and 91 Very Good cows and 
has an appraisal average of 84.5%.
 Jersey breeders were able to see first-
hand how extensive upgrades to facilities 
and changes in management over the past 
10 years have improved cow comfort and 
boosted production and profitability.
 Facility upgrades began in 2008, with 
the construction of a free stall barn, which 
is equipped with 159 deep, sand-bedded 
free stalls, headlocks, fans and sprinklers, 
open side walls and a covered feed alley. A 
pre-fresh barn has three pens to transition 
cows from calving to the milking string. 
First lactation heifers are grouped 
separately from older cows to enable them 
to better adjust to milking life and attain 
higher peaks. Dry cows are housed in the 
older milk cow barn, where they have up 
to 150 square feet of pack per cow.
 Most recently, robotic milkers were 
installed to overcome labor challenges 
and the need for facility upgrades and to 
boost overall production from more than 
twice daily milking. As well, the set-up 
has improved heat detection and health 
monitoring, reduced somatic cell count 
and enabled the Nuhfers to spend more 
time caring for the cows.

 About six years ago, the Nuhfers 
overhauled the calf raising program. 
A new barn was built in 2011 to raise 
calves from birth through four months-
of-age. The barn has 30 individual pens 
to house calves from birth through 
weaning. Pen dividers are removed two 
weeks post-weaning to transition calves 
to group housing. Weaned calves are 
then raised in groups of 6-8. The barn has 
curtain sidewalls and a positive pressure 
ventilation tube running its length to pull 
fresh air from the outside in. Improved 
lighting makes it easy to monitor calf 
health. Calf jackets are used in the winter.
 The Nuhfers also focused on improving 
colostrum. A digital refractometer is used 
to measure antibody level and only high 
quality is fed. Replacer is used if the 
dam’s milk is not of high enough quality. 
Random blood samples are taken to check 
protein levels to ensure milk is providing 
adequate levels of immunity. A minimum 
of three quarts of colostrum is given 
at first feeding. The Nuhfers also feed 
milk replacer and calf started specially 
designed for Jerseys.
 Gary is a fourth-generation Jersey 
breeder. His father, Tom, purchased the 
farm in 1963 after he had farmed with his 
father and brother in the Woodville, Ohio. 
The family farms 330 acres of land for 
the production of hay, corn silage, corn 
and rye. Daily work is primarily carried 
out by Amy and Jason and 3-4 part-time 
employees. Both Gary and Jason’s wife, 
Brandy, lend a hand when they can. 
Gary works full-time off the farm as 
does Brandy, who practices veterinary 
medicine on large animals. Jason received 
the AJCA Young Jersey Breeders award in 
2015.

 The Nuhfers—Gary, Tom, Amy, Jason and 
Brandy with Gage—hosted the Ohio Jersey 
Breeders summer picnic at their farm, Bar-
Lee Jerseys, in Willard.


